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1 the Reader ſhould think it material to 
know, how theſe Papers came into my 
Hands, it may be ſufficient to inform him, that 
numberleſs Copies of them are handed about 
in this Neighbourhood, and that I got a Ne- 
phew of mine, who goes to the Grammar School 
here, to write one over for me. I hope, for 
my young Man's Credit, that it 1s ſpelled and 
tranſcribed with tolerable Exactneſs, tho' I could 
hardly prevail with him to finiſh it. Dicky, 
you muſt know, -is deſigned for Orders, and 
he was very angry, as he was copying the Let- 
ters, to find the Univerſities treated ſo lightly 
in them, and to meet with ſo many fly Wipes 
on the black Coats. 

The worthy Author of theſe Letters travels 
rund the Country as carefully as a London- 
Rider; yet I do not hear, that he ſells any 
Thing, or takes any Commiſſions. Abundance 
of 


(iv) 
of Cuſtomers reſort to him, to whom he gives 
his Advice and Inſtruction gratis; nor do ! 
know of any Return they make him, except 
that many of his Followers call themſelves af. 
ter his Name. This Mark of Reſpect will nat 
indeed buy him clothes, nor make his Pot boil, 
but he is very indifferent about ſuch Matters, 
However, as he is attended by ſeveral idle ſlute, 
whom he has taken ſuch Pains to cleanſe from 
all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, 1 have often 
thought it a burning Shame, that they ſhould 
never undertake to mend his Clothes, or to 
waſh his Linnen. I have heard him preach 
many an excellent Diſcourſe, when, poor Man 


he was fadly out at the Elbows, and his Shirts, 


I declare, were almoſt as black as the Chimney. 
This gentleman has, I think, a much more 
ſincere Regard for his Countrymen, than Dr. 
Mount-ſtage, whatever he may pretend. The 
Doctor, to be ſure, does a World of Good, and 
ſells a vaſt deal of uſeful Medecines for a little 
Money. But Mr. B. is at as much Pains, does 
as much Good, and takes no Money. I have 
often thought it would be very clever for both 
of them, if they could contrive to carry on 
Buſineſs in ſome kind of Partnerſhip. Dr. 
Rock, I am told, a very learned Phyſician of 
great Note, uſed to attend Mr. Whitefield on 
Kennington-Common and other places ; when 


he ſeized the lucky Occaſion of recommending 
and 


CNT: 

and diſpenſing his Medicines to the good Com- 
pany, which Mr. W. had drawn together for 
another Purpoſe. By their united Endeavours, 
ſhould it be thought proper to adopt this Plan, 
the Country would be at once provided with 
uſeful Remedies for bodily and ſpiritual Diſor- 
ders, and ſecured againſt any Maladies which 
might befal either the outward or inward Man. 

I conſtantly attended the Parſon of our Pa- 
riſh, and heard his Sermons for a great while 
together. He is commonly reckoned a good 
Preacher, but yet he did not acquaint us with 
many Things which this Gentleman has done, 
tho' it is his Buſineſs, and he is ſo handſomely 


| paid for it, I had a great Mind to know his 


Sentiments about theſe Letters, and carried my 
Copy to him; he deſired me to leave it and 
call again the next Day. When I came, I found 
him in a great Fume ; he fired and reddened, 
and aſked me What good I could poſſibly do 
* to myſelf or any body by meddling with ſuch 
Stuff; ſaid that the Doctrine was rank Me- 
* thodiſm ; that I ſhould be eſteemed an Enemy 
to the Church and the Clergy, if I read or 
approved or gave Countenance to ſuch Writ- 
* ings; that as many of his People gave too 
* much ear to theſe diſorderly Field-Preachers, 
he would ſoon anſwer them from the Pulpit, 
* and endeavour to preſerve his Flock from ſa 
dangerous an Infection,“ c. One may eaſily 


gueſs, 
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gueſs, I think, at the true Reaſon of all thi 
Anger: He enjoys a good Stipend for teach. 
ing us what we ought to do; but Mr. B. has 
let us into the Secret, that we are to do-nothing 
for ourſelves, and cannot indeed conſiſtently 
with our Duty and Obligations attempt to do 
any Thing ; for that Chriſt has A done 
every Thing for us. 

The Reader may be aſſured, that theſe ex. 
cellent Letters are the Genuine Productions of 
the Authour, to whom they are aſcribed. But 
tho* Copies of them are now in a thouſand 
Hands, and the more Hands they are in, of 
the more extenſive Uſe they will be; yet the 


Writer refuſed to conſent to the Publication of 


them, which one of my female Acquaintance 
here much wiſhed for, and offered to undertake. 
This Refuſal indeed one may attribute to his 
great reſerve and known Modeſty : Qualities, 
which tho* very commendable in themſelves, 
yet ought. not to be too much conſulted in 
Matters of public Concern and Utility. He, 
who in Spite of all Diſcouragements, is inde- 
fatigable in ſpreading thoſe important and in- 


tereſting Truths, which I and every body ought. 


to know, cannot really be offended with me for 
carrying on the ſame uſeful Deſign. However, 
I ſubmit, what I do, to his candid and favour- 
able Interpretation. - 
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“ In order to this, it may be 
needful to give you a little previous Infor- 
mation of my manner of Life from my Youth 
up to the preſent Time. When I was about 
the Age of fourteen, God was plcaſed to 
ew me that 1 was a Sinner, and that I 
muſt be born again before I could enter into 
his Kingdom. Accordingly I betook myſelf 
to reading, praying, and watching; and was 
enabled hereby to make ſome Progreſs in Sanc- 
tification. In this manner I went on, tho' not 
always with the ſame Diligence, till about half 
a Year ago. I thought myſelf in the right 
Way to Heaven, tho? as yet I was wholly out 
of the Way; and imagined I was travelling 
towards Sion, tho' I had never yet ſet my Face 
thitherwards. Indeed God would have ſhewn 
me that I was wrong, by not owning my mi- 
niſtry, bur I paid no regard to this for a long 
Time, imputing my want of Succeſs to the 
naughty Hearts of my Hearers, and not to 
my own naughty Doctrine. You may aſk, 
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(2) 

perhaps, what was my Doctrine? Why, dear 
Sir, it was the Doctrine that every Man will 
naturally hold whilſt he continues in an unrege- 
nerate State, viz. That we are to be juſtified 
partly by our Faith, and partly by our Works, 
This Doctrine I preached for fix Years at a 
Curacy, which I ſerved from.College: and tho' 
I took ſome extraordinary Pains, and preſſed 
Fanctification upon them very earneſtly, yet 
they continued as unſanctified as before, and 
not one Soul was brought to Chriſt. There 
was indeed a little more of the Form of Re. 
ligion in the Pariſh, but not a Whit more oi 
the Power. At length I removed to Everton, 
where I have lived altogether. Here again 
I prefled Sanctification and Regeneration as 
vigorouſly as I could; but finding no Succeſs, 
after two Years-preaching in this manner, I be- 
gan to be diſcouraged, and now ſome ſecret 
Miſgivings aroſe in my Mind, that I was not 
right myſelf. (This happened about Chriſtmas 
laſt.) Thoſe Miſgiveings grew ſtronger, and at 
laſt very painful. Being then under great 
Doubts, I cried unto the Lord very earneſtly, 
The conſtant Language of my Heart was this 
—* Lord, if Iam right, keep me ſo; if Ian 
not right, make me ſo. Lead me to the 
Knowledge of the Truth as it is in Jeſus.” 
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Arrzx about ten Days crying unto the 
Lord, he was pleaſed to return an Anſwer to 
my Prayers, and in the following wonderful 
Manner. As I was ſitting in my Houſe one 
Morning, and muſing upon a Text of Scrip- 
ture, the following Words were darted into 
my Mind with wonderful Power, and ſeemed 
indeed like a Voice from Heaven (viz.) * Ceaſe 
from thy own Works.” Before I heard theſe 
Words, my Mind was in a very unuſual Calm 
but as ſoon 'as I heard them, my Soul was in 
a Tempeſt directly, and the Tears flowed from 
my Eyes like a Torrent. The Scales fell from 
my Eyes immediately, and I now clearly ſaw 
the Rock I had been ſplitting on for near thirty 
Years. Do you aſk what this Rock was? Why 
* was ſome ſecret Reliance on my own Works 
for Salvation. I had hoped to be ſaved, part- 
ly in my own Name, and partly in Chrift's 
name; tho” I am told © there is Salvation in 
no other Name except in the Name of Jeſus 


* Chriſt, Acts iv. 12.'—T had hoped to be ſaved 
partly the my own Works, and partly thro” 


Chriſt's Mercies; tho' I am told © we are ſaved 


©by Grace thro' Faith, and not of Works, 


„Eph!. ni. 7 & 8.'—T had hoped to make my- 
ſelf acceptable to God partly tbr my own 
500 Works, tho we are told, that we are ac- 


" Fepies thre? the beloved; Ephef. I. 6. had 
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hoped to make my Peace with God partly thro' 
my own Obedience to his Laws, tho' I am told 
that Peace is only to be had by Faith, Rom. 
v. 1.“ I had hoped to make myfelf a Child 
of God by Sanctification, tho' we are told, 
that we are made Children of God by Faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus, Gal. iii. 26.“ I had thought 
hat Regeneration, the new Birth or new Crea- 
ture, conſiſted in Sanctification, but now I 
know it conſiſts in Faith, 1 John v. 1,-Com- 
pare alſo theſe two Paſſages together, Gal. vi. 
15,—and Gal v. 6,—where you will find that 
the new Creature is Faith working by Love. The 
Apoſtle adds theſe Words, working by Love, in 
order to diſtinguiſh a living Faith from a dead 
one. I had thought that Sanctification was the 
Way to Juſtification, but now I am aſſured 
that Sanctification follows after Juſtification , 
or in other Words, that we muſt firſt be juſ- 
tified by Faith before we can have any true 
Sanctification by the Spirit. When we are juſ- 
tified it is done freely, i. e. gratuitouſly, without 
any the leaſt Merits of ours, and ſolely by the 
Grace of God thro? Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. iii. 24. 
Rom. mw. 28. All that is previouſly need- 
ful to Juſtification is this, that we are con- 
vinced by the Spirit of God of our own utter 
Sinfulneſs, Iſai. Ixiv. 6. - convinced that we are 
Children of Wrath by Nature, on Account of our 
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Birth-ſin, Eph. ii. 3.—and that we are under the 
Curſe of God on Account of actual Sin, Gal. ili. 
10,—And under theſe Convictions come to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, renouncing all Righteouſneſs 
of our own, and relying ſolely on him, who is 
appointed to be the Lord Our Righteouſneſs. 
Jerem. xxiii. 6. Again, Chriſt ſays, come unto me 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden (with the 
Burden of Sin) and I will give you reſt, i. e. I 
will take the Burden away, I will releaſe 
you from the Guilt of Sin. Where you may 
obſerve, that the only Thing required of 
us when we come to Chriſt, is to come bur- 
dened, and ſenſible that none can remove 
this Burden but Chriſt. Again, Chriſt did 
not come to call the Righteous but Sinners 
to Repentance. See alſo Luke iv. 18. Hear 
how he cries out in Ifaiah Iv. 1. Ho, 
every one that thirſteſt, come ye to the 
Waters, and drink: come buy Wine and 
Milk (i. e. the Bleſſings of the Goſpel) with- 
out Money and without Price.” Where we 
are ordered to bring no Money, i. e. no 
Merits of our own: we muſt not think to 
make a Purchaſe of theſe Bleſſings by any De- 
ſerts of ours. They are offered freely, i. e. 
gratuitouſly, and muſt be received freely, 
Nothing more is required from us but to hint 
after them. Why was the Phariſee rejected? 

| (Luke 
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(Luke xviii. 10, &c.) becauſe he came plead- 
ing his own Works before God. He was de- 
vout, juſt, chaſte, and abſtemious; and thank- 
ed God for enabling him to be ſo. Very well; 
ſo far all was right. But then he had ſome 
Reliance on theſe Works, and therefore pleads 
the Merits of them before God. Which ſhew- 
ed that he did not know what a Sinner he 
was, and that he could only be ſaved by 
Grace through Faith. He opens his Mouth 
before God, and pleads his own Cauſe: tho 
God declares that every Mouth ſhall be ſtopped 
before him, and the whole World brought 
in Guilty before God. Rom. iii. 19.—And 
why was the Publican juſtified ? Not on Ac- 
count of his own good Works, but becauſe 
he was ſenſible of his evil ones; and accord- 
ingly came ſelf- accuſed, ſelf-condemned, and 
crying out only for Mercy. And now, dear 


Sir, hear what is the Riſe and Progreſs of true 


Religion in the Soul of Man. When the Spi- 
rit of God has convinced any Perſon that he 
is a Child of Wrath and under the Curſe of 
God, (in which State every one continues to 
be till he has received Jeſus Chriſt into his 
Heart by Faith) then the Heart of ſuch an one 
hecomes broken for Sin; then too he feels 
what he never knew before, that he has no 


Faith, and accordingly laments his evil Heart 
of 
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of Unbelief. In this State Men continue ſome 


'a longer, ſome a leſs time, till God is pleaſed 


to work Faith in them. Then they are juſ- 
tified, and are at Peace with God, Rom. v. 1. 
i. e. have their Sins forgiven them, for that is 
the meaning of the Word Peace. See Luke vii. 
48—50,—When we have received Faith from 
God (for it is his Gift, Epheſ. ii. 8.) to juſtify 
our Perſons, then we afterwards receive the 
Spirit to ſanctify our Natures, Epheſ. i. 13.— 
Gal. iii. 14. And now the Work of Sanctifi- 
cation goes forwards, now his Fruit is more 
and more unto Holineſs; now the Love of 
God is ſhed abroad in his Heart by the Holy 
Spirit, Rom. v. 5. now he walks in the Com- 
fort of the Holy Ghoſt, Acts ix. 13. Now he 
is filled with Joy and Peace 1n believing, Rom. 
xv. 13; now he rejoiceth with Joy unſpeak- 
able and full of Glory, 1 Pet. i. 8. And now 
he hath the Spirit of God bearing Witneſs with 
his own Spirit, that he is a Child of God, 
Rom. viii. 16, — 1 John v. 10. Theſe are 
Things that I was an utter Stranger to before, 
notwithſtanding all my reading, watching, and 
praying ; and theſe are Things that every one 
muſt be a Stranger to, *till he is made a Child 
of God by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. , But to pro- 
ceed z tho? a Believer is continually more and 
more ſanctified in Body, Soul and Spirit, yet 
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(8) 
his Hopes of Heaven are not built on his Sanc- 
tification, but on his Faith in Chriſt; he knows 
that he is only complete in Chriſt, Col. ii. 10, 
And that the- Moment he ſeeks to be juſtified 
by his «wn Obedience to God's Laws, that Mo- 
ment he falls from Chriſt, and ceaſes to have 
an Intereſt in Chriſt, Gal. v. 4.—According]y, 
tho? he labours to abound in all the Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs, yet, like St. Paul, he deſires to 
be found only in Chriſt, not having, i. e. not 
relying on his own Righteouſneſs, but on the 
Righteouſheſs of God by Faith, Phil. iii. 8, 9. 
And now let me point out to yau the grand 
Deluſion which had like to have ruined my Soul. 
I ſaw very early ſomething of the Unholineſs 
of my Nature, and the Neceſſity of being born 
again. Accordingly I watched, prayed, and 
faſted too, thinking to purify my Heart by 
theſe Means, whereas it can only be purified by 
Faith, Acts xv. 9. Watching, praying, and faſt- 
ing are neceſſary Duties, but I, like many 
others, placed ſome ſecret  Reliances on them, 
thinking they were to do that for me, in part 
at leaſt, which Chriſt only could. The Truth 


is, tho' I ſaw myſelf to be a Sinner, and a 


great Sinner, yet I did not ſee myſelf an utter 
loft Sinner, and therefore I could not come to 
Jeſus Chriſt alone to ſave me; deſpiſed the 
Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith alone, look- 
| ing 


(9) 
ing on it as a fooliſh and a dangerous Doctrine; 
[ was not yet ſtript of a my Righteouſneſs, 
could not conſider it all as filthy Rags, and 
therefore I went about to eſtabliſh a Righteouſ- 
neſs of my own, and did not ſubmit to the 
Righteouſneſs of God by Faith, Rom. x. 3.— 
did not ſeek after Righteouſneſs thro? Faith, 
but as it were by the Works of the Law. Thus 
I ſtumbled and fell, Rom. ix. 3:1, 32.— In 
ſhort, to uſe a homely Similitude, I put the 
Juſtice of God into one Scale, and as many 
good Works of my own as I could into the 
other, and when I found, as I always did, my 
own good Works not to be a Ballance to the 
Divine Juſtice, I then threw in Chriſt as a 
Make-weight. And this every one really does 
who hopes for Salvation, partly by doing what 
he can for himſelf, and then relying on Chriſt 
for the reſt. But, dear Sir, Chriſt will either 
be a whole Saviour, or none at all, And if 
you think you have any good Service of your 
own to recommend you unto God, you are 
certainly without any Intereſt in Chriſt : Be 
you ever ſo ſober, ſerious, juſt and devout, you 
are ſtill under the Curſe of God as I was, and 
know it not, provided you have any allowed 
Reliance on your own Works, and think they 
are to do ſomething for you, and Chriſt to do 
the reſt, 
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(110 ) 
I now proceed to acquaint you with the Suc- | 
ceſs I have lately had in my Miniſtry. As ſoon 
as God had opened my own Eyes, and ſhewed 
me the true Way to Salvation, I began imme— 
diately to preach it. And now I dealt with my 
Hearers in a very different Manner from what 
] uſed to do. I told them very plainly, that 
they were Children of Wrath, and under the 
Curſe of God, tho' they knew it not, and that 
none but Jeſus Chriſt could deliver them from 
that Curſe. I aſked rhem, if they had ever 
broke the Law of God once in Thought, Word, 
or Deed ? If they had, they were then under 
the Curſe : For it is written, Curſed is every Wt © 


_n- 


© one that continueth not in all the Things that th 
* are written in the Book of the Law to do R 
them.“ And again, He that keepeth the di 
© whole Law, and yet offendeth in one Point, bo 
© is guilty of all.“ If indeed we could keep the bo 
whole Law without offending in one Point; if lo 
we had done and could continue to do all the il © 
Things in God's Law, then indeed we might Ch 
lay Claim to eternal Life on the Score of our Ch 
own Works. But who is ſufficient for theſe tr 
Things ? If we break God's Law we imme- ſur 
diately fall under the Curſe of it, and none can the 
deliver us from this Curſe bur Jeſus Chriſt. WW ©" 
There is an End for ever after of any Juſtifica 8 


tion from our own Works. No future good 
— Beha 
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Behaviour can make any Attonement for paſt 
Miſcarriages. If I keep all God's Laws to 
Day, this is no Amends for breaking them 
Yeſterday, If I behave peaceably to my Neigh- 
bour this Day, it is no Satisfaction for having 
broke his Head Yeſterday. If therefore I am 
once under the Curie of God, for having broken 
God's Law, I can never after do any Thing of 
myſelf to deliver me from this Curſe. I may 
then cry out, O wretched Man, that I am! 
who ſhall deliver me from this Body of Sin? 
And find none able to deliver, but Jeſus Chriſt, 
Rom. vil. 23, 24, 253.— So that if I am once 
a Sinner, nothing but the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
can cleanſe me from Sin. All my Hopes are 
then in him, and I muſt fly to him as the only 
Refuge ſet before me. In this Manner, dear 
Sir, I preached and do preach to my Flock, la- 
bouring to beat down Selt-Righteouſneſs ; la- 
bouring to ſhew them that they were all in a 
loſt and periſhing State, and that nothing could 
recover them out of this State, and make them 
Children of Gad, but Faith in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. And now ſee the Conſequence, This was 
ſtrange Doctrine to my Hearers. They were 
ſurprized, alarmed, and vexed. The old Man, 
the carnal Nature, was ſtirred up, and railed, 
and oppoſed the Truth. However, the Minds 
of moſt were ſeized with ſome Convictions, and 
the Hearts of ſome were truly broken for Sin, 
C 2 la 
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ſo that they came to me, as thoſe mentioned In 
the Acts, throughly pricked to the Heart, and 0 
crying out with ſtrong and hitter Cries, What 1 
muſt I do to be ſaved? I then laid the Pro-. h 
miſes before them, and told them, if they found J 
themſelves under the Curſe, Chriſt was ready tc 


to deliver them from it; if they were really ee 
weary and heavy laden, Chriſt would give them th 
Reſt; if their Hearts were broken for Sin, and el 


they would look up unto Chriſt, he would nc 
heal them. I exhorted them alſo to thank God V 
for theſe” Convictions, aſſuring them it was a Sq 
Token of Good to their Souls. For God muſt It 
firſt ſmite the Heart, before he can heal it, he 
Ifai. xix. 22. I generally found that they re- Sa 
ceived Comfort from the Promiſes z and tho Fa 
they complained much of the Burden of Sin, ſel 
and of an Evil Heart of Unbelief, yet they yo 
always went away refreſhed and comforted, 
Many have come unto me in this Manner, and 
more are continually coming; and tho* ſome 
fall off from their firſt Convictions, yet others 
cleave ſtedfaſtly unto the Lord, They begin 
to rejoice in him, and to love him; they love 
his Word, and meditate much upon it ; they 
exerciſe themſelves in Prayer, and adorn their 
Profeſſion by a ſuitable Life and Converſation. 
And now let me make one Reflection. 
preached up Sanctification very earneſtly for 

| N 
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fx Years in a former Pariſh, and never brought 
one Soul to Chriſt. I did the ſame at this Pa- 
riſh for two Years without any Succels at all ; 
but as ſoon as ever I preached Jeſus Chriſt, and 
Faith in his Blood, then Believers were added 
to the Church continually z3 then People flock- 
ed from all Parts to hear the glorious Sound of 
the Goſpel, ſome coming ſix Miles, others 
eight, and others ten, and that conſtantly. And 
now let me aſk, what is the Reaſon why my 
Miniſtry was not bleſſed, when I preached up 
Salvation partly by Faith, and partly by Works ? 
It is becauſe this Doctrine is not of God; and 
he will proſper no Miniſters but ſuch as preach 
Salvation in his own appointed Way, (viz.) by 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, Let me now apply my- 
ſelf to your own Heart, and may God diſpoſe 
you to receive my Words in the Spirit of Meek- 
neſs. Indeed, Sir, I love and reſpect you, elſe 
I could not have wrote to you ſo freely. Are 
you then in the ſame Error that I was in for 
near 40 Years, (viz.) that you muſt be ſaved 
partly by Faith, and partly by Works? Andhave 


- you conſtantly preached this Doctrine? Then 


you may be certainly aſſured of theſe two 
Things : 1ſt, That you have never yet brought 
one Soul to Chriſt by your Miniſtry, And, 
2dly, That you are not yet in the Way of Sal- 
vation yourſelf. Oh ! be not diſpleaſed with 
me 
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me for telling you the Truth. But you will 
fay, perhaps, that you have not only been ſin- 
cere, but ever zealous in preaching the Word 
of God. So was I; but there is a Zeal which 
is not according to Knowledge; and that Zca] 
I had, tho' I knew it not. You may fay far. 
ther, that you have read and prayed much, ſo 
have I, but I ſtill knew nothing as I ought to 
know, *till God was pleaſed to ſhew me that! 
was blind, and then I cried heartily to him for 
Light and Direction, and he opened mine Eyes, 
John ix. 39,—Dear Sir, will you attend to the 
following Advice ? it is very ſafe Advice, be 
the State of your Soul what it will. Pray to 
God to lead you into the Knowledge of the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus. Beſeech God to keep 
you in the Truth, if you have received it; or 
if you are in Error, to reveal it unto you. 
If you will do this heartily and conſtantly, God 
will not ſuffer you to abide long in Darkneſs, 
if indeed you are in Darkneſs, James i. 5.—l 
now proceed to give you ſome further Account 
of myſelf, and of the Impediments which kept 
me from the Truth. When I firſt came to 
the Univerſity, I applied myſelf diligently to 
my Studies, thinking human Learning to be 
2 neceſſary Qualification for a Divine, and that 
no one ought to preach unleſs he had taken a 
Degree in the Univerſity. Accordingly I ſtu- 

| died 
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died the Claſſics, Mathematics, Philoſophy, 


Logic, Metaphyſics, and read the Works of our 
moſt eminent Divines ; and this I did for 20 
Tears; and all the while was departing more 
and more from the Truth as it is in Jeſus ; 
vainly hoping to receive that Light and In- 
ſtruction from human Wiſdom, which could 
only be had from the Word of God and Prayer. 
During this Time I was thought a Methodiſt by 
ſome People, only becauſe I was a little more 
grave, and took alittle more Pains in my Miniſtry 
than ſome others of my Brethren; but in Truth 
[| was no Methodiſt at all, for I had no Sort of 
Acquaintance with them, and could not abide 
their fundamental Doctrine of Juſtification by 
Faith, and thought it high Preſumption in any 
to preach, unleſs they had taken holy Orders. 
But when God was pleaſed to open mine Eyes 
about half a Year ago, he ſhewed and taught 
me other Things. Now I ſaw that nothing 
had kept me ſo much from the Truth, as a 
Deſire of human Wiſdom. Now I perceived, 
that it was as difficult for a wiſe or learned Man 
to be ſaved, as it was for a rich Man or a No- 
bleman, 1 Cor. i. 26. Now I ſaw that God 
choſe the fooliſh Things of this World to con- 
found the wiſe, and the weak Things to con- 
found the mighty, for two plain Reaſons, 1|t. 


that no Fleſh ſhould glory in his Preſence. 
5 Cor. 
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. x Cor. i. 29.— And 2dly, to ſhew that Faith 
did not ſtand or was not produced, by the Wir. 
dom of Man, but by the Power of God, 1 Cor, 
ii. 5, Now I diſcerned, that no one could un- 
derſtand the Word of God, but by the Spirit 
of God. 1 Cor, ii. 12. | Now I ſaw that every 
Believer was anointed by the Holy Spirit, and 
thereby led to the Knowledge of all needfu] 
Truths. 1 John ii. 20. And of Courſe that 
every true Believer was qualified to preach the 
Goſpel, provided he had the Gift of Utterance. 
Now I ſaw that the Methodiſt Doctrine of 
Juſtification by Faith, was, the very Doctrine 
of the Goſpel ; and I did no longer wonder 
at. the Succeſs which thoſe Preachers met with, 
whether they were Clergymen or *Laymen, 
They . preached Chriſt's Doctrine, and Chriſt 
owned it; ſo that many were added to the Faith 
daily.—But you will fay perhaps, that thoſe 
Methodiſts are Schiſmatics. Let us therefore 
examine the Matter. A Schiſmatic is one 
that diſſents and divides from an eſtabliſhed 
Church, at leaſt this is the general Notion of 
a Schiſmatic. Now TI aſk, what do you mean by 
a Church, or what is it that makes one Church 
to differ from another? It is the Doctrine. 
The Church of England differs from the Church 
of Rome, not by its Steeples, Bells, or Velt- 
ments, but by its Doctrines. Schiſm there- 
fore conſiſts in departing from the Doctrines of 
a Churcly, 
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church, and not from the Walls of a Church. 


in the Time of Stirbitch Fair, one Sermon 
is always preached in the open Fields to the 


People at the Fair, and preached by ſome . 


Fellow of a College or Clergyman at Cam- 
bridge. * Now I aſk, would you call this Cler- 
gyman a Schiſmatic ? No ſurely, And yet 
he preaches/in the open Fields and upon un- 
conſecrated Ground. It is plain then, that 
Schiſm doth not conſiſt in preaching out of the 
Walls of a Church, but in preaching. contrary 
tothe Doctrines of the Church. And now, dear 
Sir, let me lay open my Sin and my Shame 
unto you: I ſolemnly ſubſcribed to the Ar- 
ticles of our Church; and gave my hearty 
Aﬀent and Conſent to them. Amongſt the 
Reſt, I declared that, We are accounted 
nghteous before God, only for the Merits of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, 
and not for our own Works or Deſervings, and 
that we are juſtified by Faith only,” as it is 
expreſſed in the 11th Article. But tho' I ſo- 
lemnly ſubſcribed this Article, I neither be- 
leved nor preached it: but preached Salva- 
tion, partly by Faith and partly by Works. 
And oh, what dreadful Hypocriſy, what ſhame- 
ful Prevarication was this ! I called and thought 
tixflf a Churchman, tho' I was really a Diſ- 
knter. and a Schiſmatic ; for I was under- 
mining the fundamental Doctrine of our Church 

5 D and 
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and the fundamental Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
namely. Juſtification by Faith only, and yet 
dreadful as my Caſe was, I fear it is the Caf 
of moſt of the Clergy. in England. Scarce 
any Thing is preached but Juſtification by 
Faith and Works. And what is the Conſe- 
quence ? Why, there is ſcarce any true Re- 
ligion amongſt us, the Goſpel of Chriſt is not 
truly preached by us, and Chriſt will not own 
our Miniſtry. Look around the Pariſhes which 
are near you, and fee whether you can find any 
Thing beſides the Form of Religion, and not 
much of that. Nay, amongſt thoſe who are 
thought religious People; who are ſober, {- 
rious, juſt and devout ; who read and faſt, and 
pray, and give Alms; amongſt thoſe you vil 
ſcarce find one, who knows any Thing of the 
Power of Religion, and has experimental 

Knowledge of it. For if you aſk ſuch Peo- 
ple in the very Words of Scripture, 4 Whe- 
ther they know that Jeſus Chriſt is in them, 
* otherwiſe, they are Reprobates.“ 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 
„Whether Chriſt dwells. in their Hearts by 
« Faith.” Eph. iii. 17. Whether their Sins are 
forgiven for Chriſt's Name Sake. 1 John ii. 12. 
Whether they have received an Unction from 
the Holy one. 1 John ii. 20. Whether the 
Love of God has been ſhed abroad in theit 
Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt. Rom. v. 5. Whe 
ther they are filled with Joy and Peace in be- 


leving. Rom. xv. 13. Whether they walk 
ö * in 
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in the Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, and do 
ever rejoice with Joy unſpeakable and full of 
Glory. Acts ix. 31. 1 Pet. i. 8. And laſtly, 
whether the holy Spirit bears Witneſs with their 
own Spirit, thar they are the Children of God. 
Rom. viii. 14, 15, 16. If, I ſay, you aſk the 


better Sort amongſt us, whether they have any 


Experience of theſe Matters ; they would ſtare 
at you with the utmoſt Amazement, and would 
think you an Enthuſiaſt, if they did not call 
you ſo. Now ſuch People, who have all the 
Form, but none of the Power of Religion; 
who are outwardly reformed, but not inwardly 
renewed by the Holy Ghoſt ; theſe are what our 
Saviour calls wwhited Sepulchres, beautiful with- 
out, but full of Rottenneſs within. They are 
ſtriving to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
but are not able: Becauſe they do not ſtrive 
lawfully. For they do not ſeek to enter in thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt, but partly thro* Chriſt, and part- 
ly thro* themſelves ; partly by Faith, and part- 
ly by Works. Theſe are the almoſt, but not 
atogether Chriſtians. —And if at any Time it 
happens that ſome amongſt us are ſeized with 
deep Convictions, and are made ſenſible of their 
utter Need of Chriſt, and that they can only 
be juſtified by Faith in his Blood; theſe People 
not finding proper Food for their Souls in our 
Churches, are obliged to go elſewhere, and 
kek it where they can find it. It is no Wonder 

D 2 there- 
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therefore that there are ſo few real Chriſtians 
amongſt us.—If you read over the Homilies of 
the Church, if you read the Fathers of the 
Church, if you read the Works of the good 
old Biſhops that were publiſhed an hundred 
Years ago, you will there find the Goſpel of 
Chriſt preached, and the true Doctrine of our 
own Church. But ſince that Time, I mean in 
the laſt Century, our Clergy have been gradually 
departing more and more from our Doctrines, 
Articles, and Homilies; ſo that at length there 
was ſcarce a Clergyman to be found, but who 
preached contrary to the Articles he ſubſcribed. 
And almoſt all the Sermons that have been 
publiſhed in the laſt Century, both by Biſhops 
and Curates, are full of that 'Soul-deſtroying 
Doctrine, that we are to be juſtified partly by 
our own Works, and partly by Chnſt's Merits. 
Do you aſk, how all the Clergy came to fall 
into this pernicious Doctrine? I anſwer, very 
eaſily. Every Man, whilſt he continues under the 
Power of the carnal Mind, and is not awaken. 
ed to ſee his utter loſt Condition, is naturally 
diſpoſed to embrace this Doctrine. For not be- 
ing yet convinced by the Spirit of God, that 
all his Righteouſneſs, is as filthy Rags; ſala 
Ixiv. 6, and that he is without Help and 
Strength in himſelf. Rom. v. 6. 1 ſay, not 
being convinced of this he naturally goes about 
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to eſtabliſn ſome Righteouſneſs of his own, and 
cannot fubmit to the Righteouſneſs of God by 
Faith. Not being yet ſenſible of his utter loſt 
and helpleſs State, he muſt have ſome Reliance 
on himſelf : And thus inſtead of looking wholly 
to Jeſus Chriſt for Salvation, he looks partly to 
Chriſt, and partly to himſelf : Inſtead of ſeek- 
ing for Righteouſneſs and Strength fromthe 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” he ſeeks for it partly from 
Chriſt and partly from himſelf : Inſtead of ſeek- 
ing to be juſtifed'in the Lord, he ſeeks after 
Juſtification partly thro* the Lord, and partly 
thro' himſelf. But ſee what Chrift faith of this 
Matter; Ifai. xlv. 22, 23; 24, 25.—And now 
let me aſk, how the whole Church of Rome 
happened to depart from the Simplicity of the 
Goſpel, and to fall into this Doctrine of Works 


and Faith which we now preach. It was owing 


wo the depraved Nature of Man, which makes 
him think himſelf to be ſomething, and that he 
can do ſomething, tho? he is nothing and can 
do nothing to juſtify ' himſelf in God's Sight. 
At the Reformation, our Church returned again 
to Jeſus Chriſt, and placed Juſtification on the 
Goſpel footing of Faith only. And fo it con- 
tinues to this Day: But tho' our Articles and 
Homilies continue ſound and evangelical, yet 
our Clergy have departed once more from both, 
and are advancing to Rome again with haſty 
Strides; preaching in Spite of Articles and Sub- 

ſcription, 
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ſcription, that moſt pernicious, papiſtical, and 
damnable Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith and 
Works. Which Doctrine, I am verily aſſured, 
no one can hold, and be in a State of Salva. 
tion. But I truſt God is once more viſiting in 
Mercy our poor diſtreſſed Church. He raiſed 
up Mr. Whitefield and Mr. Weſley about 20 
Years ago, who have courageouſly and ſucceſs. 
fully preached up the Doctrines of our Church, 
And he is now daily raiſing up more and more 
Clergymen. At Chriſtmas laſt, I was inform. 
ed, there were 40 Clergymen who were brought 


ro the Acknowledgement of the Truth ; and 


three more have been added to the Faith, with- 
in the laſt ſix Weeks, And Oh! for ever adored 
be the Mercy of God in opening my Eyes, and 
leading me to the Knowledge of the Truth as 
it is in Jeſus, | 

I have ſent you a Couple of Books and a 
Pamphlet, and I make you a Preſent of them. 
Read them over carefully. And before you be- 
gin to read at any Time always look up to the 
Fountain of Wiſdom for Light and Direction. 
For if you rely on your own Abilities, or other 
Mens Labours, God may keep you ignorant of 
his glorious Goſpel, as a Puniſhment for your 
Preſumption and negle& of him. When I ſat 
down to write, I did not intend to have filled 
more than half a Sheet, but when I took my 
Pen in Hand, I knew not how to lay it aſide. 

| have 
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| have wrote my Sentiments with great Free- 
dom, and I hope without Offence. May God 
give a Bleſſing to what I have wrote: May he 
enlighten your Eyes, as he hath done mine, 
adored be his Mercy : May he lead you by his 
Spirit to the Knowledge of the Truth, as it is in 
Jeſus 3, and make you inſtrumental in bringing 
Souls from Darkneſs into Light, and tranſlat- 
ing them out of the Kingdom of Satan into 
the glorious Kingdom of his dear Son. Amen, 
Amen. 


P. S. Let me adviſe you to read over Rawlin's 
Book in the firſt Place. 


Everton, 
July 35 1758. 


Rev. 


Sa # #4 


Rev. and dear Sir. 


e * a „ „ „ ws y 1 do, not 
thro* any Pain for the Contents of the Letter, 
nor yet thto' the Fear of a Paper War (Which 
is almoſt as terrible a Thing as a Paper Kite 
with a flaming Lanthorn at the Tail of it in a 
dark Night) but out of Civility to you. The 
Letter was deſigned for your Peruſal: Copies 
were taken of it, without my Leave, or even 
my Knowledge: And I was as much diſpleaſed 
as your ſelf could be, when firſt J heard it had 
been copied. But enough of this Matter.— 
You charge me with being a Moravian. Cre- 
dulous mortal ! Why do you not charge me 
with being a Murderer ? You have juſt as much 
Reaſon to call me one as the other. If you 
had lived in, this Neighbourhood, you would 
have known that I am utrerly deteſted and con- 
tinually reviled by the Moravians. And no 
Wonder : For I warn all my Hearers againſt 
them both in public and private. Nay, I have 
been to Bedford, where there is a Neſt of them, 
to bear a preaching Teſtimony againſt their 
corrupt Principles and Practices. However, ſince 


you are determined to call me a Moravian, and 
Mr. 
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Mr. Wheler is pleaſed to call me a mad Man, 
| think myſelf obliged to come down into the 
Country as ſoon as I can, and I hope it will be 
next Summer, to convince my Friends and your 
Neighbours, I am neither one nor the other. 
Whilſt I continue with you, I ſhall go round 
the Neighbourhood, and, with God's Help, 
preach twice a Day. Twice a Day, you will 
ay! Why then I am certainly mad; yea, and 
a Moravian too; and a Murderer into the Bar- 
gain, Well, be it ſo. I am much accuſtomed 
to hard Names; and by God's Grace, am pretty 
well enabled to bear them.—If your Brethren 
vill allow me the Uſe of their Pulpits they ſhall 
have my Thanks: If they will not, the Fields 
are open, and I ſhall take a Mountain for my 
Pulpit, and the Heavens for my ſounding 
Board, My bleſſed Maſter has ſet me the Ex- 
ample ;. and I truſt I ſhall neither be aſhamed 
nor afraid to tread in his Steps. I ſend you 
his Letter ſealed, as indeed the other would 
have been could I have ſuſpected what has 
pappened, * * 
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